Right Hon. Andrew Bonar Law
Conservative front bench, with the exception Mr. Balfonr and Mr. Chamberlain, capable of givii an explanation at once intellectual and economic the new policy. Mr. Akers Douglas was Home Seer tary and deputy leader of the House. When le in charge of an economic debate, his tactics we those of reticence. Almost all the young me tired of seeing promotion given, as the Conservatr party has almost always given it, to middle-ag< dullards, had ranged themselves, more or less de nitely, against the Government. The Oppositio now apparently united, had become very powerfi Debate after debate was raised upon fiscal subjeel The difference of outlook, such as it was, betwe< Mr. Balfour and Mr. Chamberlain was merciless exploited. It was seldom that the Governme: had the better of the argumentative exchang Upon oi>e of these disagreeable occasions, wh< matters were going specially badly and there w much need for help and no one to give it, a memb known to few by sight, and quite undistinguishi in appearance, arose on the Government side address the House. He used no notes, but wi the most complete self-possession, and in a qui( lucid, and unassuming manner showed that he h; a mastery of the business and economic problei involved. An agreeable Glasgow accent contribut an impression of competence. Protection might right or might be wrong, but it became at once e^ dent that a new controversialist of exceptional attai ments believed in and was capable of defending tenets in relation to the principles of business a economics.
Mr. Bonar Law, indeed, dropped like the gen